[bookmark: _Hlk150888429]STAPLEFORD ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL
c/o Ellie Thomas, Clerk Tel: 07599 249962
Email: StaplefordAbbottsParishCouncil@gmail.com www.staplefordabbotts.blogspot.com

Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting
7.15pm Tuesday SEPTEMBER 8 2026
	

Present:
	
	
	

	Councillors:
	Jayne Jackson (Chair) (JJ)   Colleen Atkinson (CA) Marion Francis (MF) 

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
Officers:
	
Ellie Thomas, Clerk
	
	

	
In attendance:                  
	
7 Residents
	
	
	



	1517/26
	Apologies for Absence

	
	Kim Lidlow (KL) Rev Roger Gayler also gave apologies

	1518/26
	Declarations of Interest 

	
	None

	1519/26
	Minutes of last Meeting

	
	To be confirmed

	1520/26
	Clerk’s Report

	
	All bulletins from local organisations circulated
Section 62 FAQ from EFDC Planning - info sheet circulated to small councils in the area
Police Officer: asked local police liaison who contacted a PC Shepherd who covers Epping and Ongar (no feedback)
Gutteridge Lane dumping - cleared
Substation construction at Abbotts Chase - alerts went up on our social media
Enforcement informed re. unidentified buildings going up at Grangeways & opposite Rabbits
Town & Council Bulletin - new info circular from Democratic @ EFDC going round - Local government reorganisation halted - Proposals to merge smaller councils to form larger authorities in Essex, known as the local government reorganisation, have been withdrawn after the government launched a review following updated legal advice.

	1521/26
	Matters for Report

	
	NotoMoto - nothing new.
Abbott's Court - We have had the electric substation and waterworks. JJ MF met the site manager for update. Schedule of works to be sent to us in future. Substation wires are underground, which is safer as there will be no tree interference.
Suggestions from Hills - Parish Council aware. The bus stop is gone and temporary stop is in place. JJ has spoken to TFL. Bus stop will be used as a sign for updates.
Section 106 – no update.


	1522/26
	Finance

	
	FOR THE MONTH:
	ICO
	SUBSCRIPTION
	47

	E THOMAS
	CLERK JULY & AUGUST
	682


Finance round up circulated. Check with SAVHA re: £35 pounds for the AGM.
Suggested to spend on hedge and path maintenance - village sign bus stop to Kensington Park and Church Lane hedge. ZT to approach Muggleston for larger project, Andy King for smaller works. Other places should be done by ECC Highways.


	1523/26
	Planning (Development Control & Enforcement Team)

	
	EPF/1141/26 Rainbirds, Nupers Lane, Stapleford Abbotts, Romford, RM4 1JR New detached chalet style house with front and rear roof dormers on garden land. Hannah Collins RETURN 14/9/26
It's green belt land although documents say grey belt, though. Queried if it is a garden room or to be sold. Two neighbours were consulted but no mention seen of the farm and properties on the entry of the road?. Suggested specification needed on the entrance if it is to be a separate driveway, with arrangements for bin lorries, deliveries and emergency vehicles. 
Council approve if the neighbours don't complain, but there are concerns about access.
Monthly planning report: Grangeway refused. Enforcement to be made aware of soil taken from Grangeway site on the public footpath, also there was a tree across the footpath.
Footpaths have been damaged by Esperanza Builders at Stapleford Road. Suggest to write to developer.
Bins at Brook bungalows – query over who owns the land outside there and suggested they should keep it maintained – if it is on the planning application approach the owner.
Chair on path outside the Oak pub – please ask them to bin it.


	1524/26
	Parish Council Projects

	 
	Theydon Bois Drama: next play is Lilies on the Land, about WW2 land girls: ask history society if they had any in this area. 
Drone Project: suggested to get copies on CD (possibly a YouTube channel), and memory stick for the church open day 26/9/26. ZT to approach Slides2Discs for prices.


	1525/26
	Correspondence 

	
	Copied into emails re. developments in lighting walls, parking and roadworks at Abbotts Chase. Suggested to check the lighting arrangements (is it low level) as the show house lighting is very bright. 
TBPC Purkiss - passing on details of handyman used by Theydon Bois council should we need it.
Yellow lines: resident asked how to get these on roads, referred to Highways.
Crime: handbag stolen by intruder at Rabbits Pub back office 4/8/26, thief was caught.
Traffic incident: Last week June 2026; Tysea Hill junction; A bin lorry turning left into Tysea hill hit a car travelling up oak hill road, with the back of the truck as it turned
Traffic incident: Last week June 2026; Oak Hill Road; A lorry delivering to Abbotts Chase was reversing and hit a van 
Traffic incident: August 2026; car crashed in front of the school. 


	1526/26
	Meetings of Outside Bodies and Training Courses	

	
	Council-wise meeting on the 9/9/26; local council liaison committee 17/9/26.


	1527/26
	Highways

	
	Subsidence on Oak Hill Road is still bad, reported multiple times, but it has got worse in the summer. Tysea Hill road repairs halted when workers were harassed and were obliged to abandon the works and assert that they will not return. A temporary fix was done, and will be reinforced by Hill when Abbott's Chase is finished and there are no more lorries. 
Two large vehicles on the land opposite Church Lane - possibly two diggers and a piler – concern if they have permission. Refer to enforcement: it is Stapleford Road, coming from Passingford, opposite Gordon Cottages, behind a skip. 
Abbott's Chase postcode, find out what this is for those reporting on enforcement website, suggested to ask Hill site office. 

	1528/26
	Matters for future Agendas

	
	None

	1529/26
	Open Forum

	
	Reported the caravan dumped in the layby. 
Maybrand Farm – ask enforcement about the entrance and update all enforcement cases.
LinkUp has no editors anymore till February. It needs editor, treasurer, and advertisers coordinator. Suggested students of media studies at the college. Advertising is a once-a-year job to contact the advertisers and arrange payments. It is possible LinkUp may close and open in a fresh format - possibly online in the future. Possibly a parish project - ask TEEC how many people would see the ads. Various ideas considered – Council suggest a working party for this. Lambourne feedback to come after Rev Roger Gaylor meets with them. It takes £1125 per calendar month to produce.. Suggested a possible stipend for a young person to join the team: to be discussed at the working party. 

Resident questions were sent to Hill for answer, and we are waiting for them to respond. 
ZT to speak to CAS about insurance for the bus station. 
Playground will be open to the village, not just Abbott's Close. It's going to be a very small one for children up to about the age of five, and it will be the sort that parents will need to supervise their children. Suggested to ask for more spec regarding the playground. It could be where it is just for the show house photo opportunities, and it might be moved – ask Hill.



	1530/26
	Time & Date of next meeting


	
	Next meeting - October 6 2026, 19:15. Meeting closed 21:08.




Signed by Chair: .........……………………………………………………………. Date: ……………..
Signed by Clerk: …………...………………………………………………………Date: ……………..

